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views from the hermitage
Creating an environment of attentiveness to God

UPCCOMING:
EARTH HOUSE
OPENING
The “House Built of Sky” has
been named “Earth House.”
You are welcome to drop by to
tour the house on Saturday,
June 11, 9 am-3 pm.

From left: Yazzie, Faith, Troy, and Priya Bierma
In March 2022 the Hermitage Board of Directors invited Faith and
Troy Bierma to join the Hermitage community as the new co-directors
beginning in mid-June.

Abounding Joy

*****
FEAST OF THE
TRANSFIGURATION
Celebration of Gratitude
Saturday, August 6
9 am—3 pm
*Earth House Dedication
*Blessing Changes—
Driedgers and Biermas

“Is it beyond you to be glad with the gladness of this rhythm?
To be tossed and lost and broken in the whirl of this fearful joy?
All things rush on, they stop not, they look not behind; no power
can hold them back, they rush on.
Keeping steps with that restless, rapid music, seasons come dancing and pass away- colors, tunes, and perfumes pour in endless
cascades in abounding joy that scatters and gives up and dies
every moment.”
(From The Heart of God, prayers by Rabindranath Tagore)
I (Faith) read this in my quiet time today, and it nicely summed
up my feelings. As we enter into a new season, finding freedom
in the things we have left behind and hope in what we are embracing, we look forward with “abounding joy” to what’s ahead:
We are Faith and Troy Bierma, and we have joyfully accepted the call to be co-directors of the Hermitage.
(continued, p. 2)
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Abounding Joy (cont.)
Our relationship with the Hermitage began many
years ago—in 2003, when Faith joined her parents on a spiritual retreat. In 2004, we began our
honeymoon trip with a stay in the Caryll
House. Since then, the Hermitage has played an
important role in our own spiritual formation
through retreats and volunteer opportunities.
For ten years, we worked in Bangladesh and Nepal as missionaries. We have worked in many areas of ministry over the years, but theological education has been the common theme. From working as faculty of a seminary in Nepal (Troy) to
developing our local church’s children’s and
women’s ministry (Faith), we had the privilege of
sharing in the richness of the global church.
On our furloughs, our family sought out the Hermitage as a place of reflection, retreat, and renewal. When we moved to America five years ago,
our family had the opportunity to join the Hermitage community through volunteering. These
opportunities gave us a taste of the day-to-day
action of the Hermitage. Our two kids, Yazzie
(13) and Priya (11), have also enjoyed their times
of volunteering at the Hermitage. They enjoy the
garden and forests, the quiet, and the “hobbit
house” (Gilchrist’s prayer chapel). We love this
place and its community.
When we heard that a position was opening, we
began praying and seeking God’s counsel if this
could be a good fit for our family and the ministry
of the Hermitage.
We have a passion for the peacefulness of the retreat center, its location and character in nature,
and for the revitalization that it provides for people who need to step out of unrelenting demands
and re-center on the Lord in quiet. We have a passion for prayer and Christian community, and
long to grow deeper in fellowship, shared passion,
and accountability with others on this path.
We value the Mennonite heritage the Hermitage
is steeped in, and look forward to learning from
and growing with our Mennonite retreatants, and
brothers and sisters on the Hermitage board.
There are several gifts and opportunities we hope
will bring blessing to this ministry: Troy is a min-

ister in the Christian Reformed Church of North
America. He has been working on a doctoral project in ecotheology, researching permaculture
from a theological perspective as an applied ethic.
He has had a long-term passion for connecting
theology, ministry, and nature. The Hermitage is
one of the few and precious places where these
passions come together naturally in a mission of
ministry. Since returning to the USA, Faith, who
is a registered nurse, has pursued certification in
two long-term passions of hers, spiritual direction
and yoga. We envision our training, skills, passions, and calling for this season of life to be wellsuited for the Hermitage community and ministry.

We have a passion for prayer
and Christian community, and
long to grow deeper in fellowship, shared passion, and accountability with others on this
path.

Beyond supporting and sustaining the vital ministry of the Hermitage, we envision hosting occasional retreats for ecotheology and incorporating
the availability of yoga along with spiritual direction as a Hermitage offering.
We will be moving onto the Hermitage property
and beginning our orientation in June. We’ll be
bringing a “therapy dog” and “therapy cat” for
those of you who are interested in stopping by the
Earth House for some pats. We look forward to
seeing many of you in person in the months to
come, and covet your prayers for a smooth transition for our family.
With joy in Christ,
Faith, Troy, Yazzie, and Priya Bierma
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Nurturing Relationships:
The ever growing friendship(s) between
The Hermitage and St. Peter Claver
Catholic Worker House
By Casey Mullaney
Hello! My name is Casey, and I’ve had the
pleasure to meet many of you over the past year
and a half as a volunteer cook here at The Hermitage. I came here from St. Peter Claver Catholic Worker House in South Bend, Indiana. We
are an autonomous lay community of approximately twenty people spread over a couple of
rambling Victorian mansions on a brick-paved
street just south of downtown. As participants in
the Catholic Worker tradition of advocating for
and offering direct support to our most vulnerable neighbors, most of our time is spent engaged
in the works of mercy, especially feeding the
hungry and sheltering the unhoused.
In some ways, this noisy, bustling, urban
community couldn’t be more different from The
Hermitage, but what we share in common is a
dedication to hospitality. As members of the St.
Peter Claver Catholic Worker, accustomed to
noise and busyness, we have been the grateful
recipients of the quiet and gentle welcome that
this contemplative retreat space has offered.
For several members of our extended Catholic Worker family, time at The Hermitage has
offered a chance to reflect on their hopes and
dreams for what June Mears Driedger called “the
third third of life.” The lack of support for the
poor, for veterans, for the elderly and the disabled in our country has meant that many of the
guests who find themselves homeless in their
fifties, sixties, and even seventies have spent
decades of their lives focused on survival. The
daily tasks of finding food and shelter consume
not only time, but mental energy. People who
have experienced homelessness know how ex-

(Casey Mullaney, seated far right, with her goddaughters, Alivia, Daliliah, Catarina, and friend Annie, standing far right).

hausting navigating various food pantries, meal
sites, and healthcare facilities can be; the instability and uncertainty of this routine saps spiritual
vigor. Just as everyone needs and deserves nourishing meals and a safe, clean place to sleep, everyone needs time away from the demands of their
day-to-day routine for rest, silence, and time to
consider what God might be calling them to do or
become. For people who are forced by poverty to
spend most of their day in the public eye, eating
and sleeping in noisy or crowded conditions,
peaceful places of retreat can be difficult to find.
The relationship that has grown up between our
Catholic Worker community and The Hermitage
has blessed us with a restorative, contemplative
space that many of us did not realize we needed.
It has been an incredible gift to witness some
of the interior transformations that have taken
place for formerly unhoused members of our
community as they have made individual retreats
at The Hermitage. My mental image of a contemplative has shifted; I now think of my friend and
neighbor, Ron, a disabled veteran, who treasures
(continued, page 4)
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tinues to widen the circle of guests who come for
retreats and to volunteer their time. The experithe silence of the early morning twilight. A true
ence of bringing members of our Catholic Workfree spirit and former world traveler, Ron spent
er community to the Hermitage has given me an
his young adulthood working on oyster boats off
opportunity to think about accessibility and how
the New England coast and touring Canada’s
the gifts that a contemplative retreat center has to
prairie provinces by motorcycle. After losing his
offer could be shared with an increasingly dilegs to diabetes, his world narrowed to the areas
of downtown South Bend that he was able to nav- verse group. As members of The Hermitage community, how might our capacity to offer hospitaligate by wheelchair. When he left the city for the
ity be strengthened and
first time in seven years
stretched so that we could
for a trip to The Herbetter welcome the very
mitage, he spent the first
young and very old? What
moments of every dawn
The relationship that has grown
about those with physical
seated in his wheelchair
up
between
our
Catholic
Worker
or intellectual disabilities?
at the end of the path to
community and The Hermitage
How might The Hermitage
the barn, keeping watch
grow in its ability to welhas blessed us with a restorative,
for the sunrise. He tries
come more Black and Into spend a few days at
contemplative space that many
digenous people of color,
The Hermitage every
of us did not realize we needed.
or people whose sexuality
other month, and tells
is different from our own?
me he feels most at
For me, considering these
home in a quiet place
questions in prayer and in
like this, where he can
conversation with others at
hear mourning doves
The Hermitage has been a
cooing at dawn and
fruitful project, and has even led to a facilities
dusk.
improvement that I already love using: a sideI am equally grateful for the way that The Herwalk between the barn and the Hanby building!
mitage has provided a space of welcome to the
While the new sidewalk is only a few yards long,
youngest members of our Catholic Worker comit will enable people who use wheelchairs and
munity: my two goddaughters, Alivia (13) and
other mobility aids to freely move back and forth
Daliliah (10), and our dear friend and neighbor,
between the two main Hermitage buildings, and
Catarina (16). Kevin Driedger noted that this has
as a bonus, we’re all tracking a lot less spring
been a banner year for children and teens at the
mud into the kitchen.
Hermitage, and we have had more young people
I’ll be moving back to South Bend this summaking retreats now than ever before. The girls
and I have loved walking the trails together, mak- mer, and while I will miss my weekly escape to
Three Rivers, I look forward to continuing the
ing art, visiting our goat-neighbors, Puck and
relationship between the Worker and The HerBertie, next door at Gilchrist, and helping to premitage by bringing up weekend guests, and perpare meals for the whole group. It is a wonderful
gift to have a space in which to introduce children haps inviting some Hermitage folks down to
South Bend. I am excited about the new chapter
to regular rhythms of rest, prayer, and time away
that is about to unfold at The Hermitage and
at an early age!
can’t wait to see what the future holds for both of
Going forward, I hope that The Hermitage con- my communities.
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Earth House Volunteers
Jay Budde
Mary Asmonga-Knapp
Tim Lind
Miles Tilmann
Jane Stoltzfus Buller
Andrew Hudson
Jonathon CasselberryScott
21 men from Guiding Light Recovery Ministries
Dan Truesdale
Margaret Wenger
Naomi Wenger
David Wenger
(David Wenger, second from left, instructing a
volunteer).

Deepest Thanks

The Hermitage thrives due to the generous help of our volunteers. If you sense God’s nudging to
volunteer, please contact Kevin to offer your time and skills: Kevin@hermitagecommunity.org
We are grateful to:
Ned Arnold – bookkeeping and creating financial reports;
Andrew Hudson̶ — yardwork;
April Kerber̶ —cleaning, baking, yard work:
Johnny Mettlach̶̶ ̶ yardwork, hospitality;
Beth Muelhausen—laundry, baking;
Lynae and Zac Page—weekend hosting;
Emma Vanhoozer—cooking

Seeking Hospitality Manager
The Hermitage is looking for a hospitality manager
to help oversee providing nutritious meals and clean
spaces for our guests. It is a 75% time position and
on-site housing may be available. More information
is available on our website.
To apply, send a resume and cover letter
to contact@hermitagecommunity.org
Would you like to stop receiving paper Hermitage newsletters in the mail? Complete the form found
at www.hermitagecommunity.org/optout/ You can also request to receive the newsletter via email.
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Creating an environment of attentiveness to God

Retreating at The Hermitage
As Jesus was revitalized for begin about his Father’s business by periodic
withdrawal to retreat and prayer, so The Hermitage seeks in its mission:
• To be a prayer community available as a place of spiritual formation
where scripture, silence, nature, group experiences, and personal
companioning are cultivated elements of retreat.
•

To provide a guesthouse away from the daily tasks where pastors and
other pilgrims can deepen their call and relationship with God, be
refreshed in their whole person, and be revitalized by the presence and
promise of Christ.

If you would like to join us for retreat of any length, contact us by phone:
269-244-8696, email: contact@hermitagecommunity.org, or find us on the
web: www.hermitagecommunity.org. We provide silence, solitude, spiritual
direction, guided group retreats, space for groups to meet, community
morning prayer, simple healthful food, walking trails, and a gentle
atmosphere. You provide the willing spirit.

Board of Directors
Ned Arnold
Mary Asmonga-Knapp
Katie Barkley
Deb Borst
Jayna Gallagher
Robert Gallagher
Joel Hogan
Darrell Paulsen
Jane Stoltzfus Buller

Staff
Kevin Driedger
Ursula Hess
Casey Mullaney

Residential Community
David Wenger
Naomi Wenger

