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            In early May, we became aware 

that Enbridge, the owner of the oil and 

gas pipelines that run through Hermit-

age land, intended to replace an aging 

oil line. What began as a “replace,” 

which in my mind means taking away 

the old and putting in a new, became 

abandoning the old line and laying 

down a new, larger, pipeline. In order 

to accommodate this new line, En-

bridge is seeking to annex another 55 

feet of woodland along the existing 

pipeline. This will minimize, and along 

one stretch, eliminate, the narrow 

stretch of woodland between the mead-

ows and the current pipeline easement.  

            We did some research, discov-

ered that Enbridge had not yet been is-

sued a permit for the proposed pipe-

line, filed a petition to become an inter-

venor in the case and subsequently 

withdrew our petition. In the words of 

Kevin Driedger, chair of the Board, “I 

want the Hermitage board, staff, and 

other resources to be used for things 

that lead to life, and participating in 

this process does not feel like an activity 

that leads to life.”   

            At a subsequent meeting, the 

Board affirmed several actions that The 

Hermitage will take. First, we will con-

tinue to be a voice of protest. Second, 

when the date for commencement of 

work is known, we will schedule a pub-

lic service of lament for the loss of 

woodland  to the destructive practice of 

transporting dangerous chemicals in 

underground pipes. Third, we will admit 

to our complicity in the “public need” 
(Continued on page 4) 

Oily Tears           

            Our Advent Quiet Days, a long-

standing tradition at The Hermitage, 

will be held on Saturday, December 1 

and Monday, December 3 from 9:00 

am to 3:00 pm. The theme for this 

year’s reflection, The Forerunner, will fo-

cus on how the contemplative life is 

prophetic. What  does John the Bap-

tist’s life and death teach us? Who are 

some current forerunners? How might 

we be called to be forerunners?  

            Naomi Wenger will be leading 

this day-long retreat. If you wish to par-

ticipate, register by contacting us before 

November 20. The suggested donation 

for the day is $50 and includes lunch. 

Guests may stay overnight before or af-

ter the retreat day. The suggested dona-

tion for a retreat with an overnight stay 

is $75. Reserve a room when you con-

tact us to register. 
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LISTEN WELL 
 

“There is nothing 
hidden that will not 
become visible, and 
nothing secret that 

will not be known and 
come to light. Take 
care, then how you 

hear.” 
 

-Luke 8:17-18a 



   Long-time Her-

mitage supporter 

and friend, Nancy 

Hanby asked us 

to image what a sustainable future for 

The Hermitage might look like. Nancy 

then invited us to live into that future 

and provided us with a wonderful chal-

lenge; for every $1 donated to The Her-

mitage she would match it up to 

$50,000. Nancy’s vision and generosity 

is given in honor of her late husband, 

Ken Hanby, a tireless volunteer and 

supporter of the Hermitage for many 

years.  The funds generated in the cam-

paign will allow more resident commu-

nity to engage in contemplative life and 

share in the daily work of the Hermit-

age mission. You can get on board with 

Nancy Hanby’s challenge by making a 

donation to The Hermitage, which will 

be matched dollar for dollar.  

            To date, we have received 

$45,000 in gifts and pledges toward the 

matching funds campaign. Can you 

help us meet our goal of $50,000 by the 

end of the year? We are especially en-

couraging first-time donors to contrib-

ute to The Hermitage (including those 

who are contributing for the first time 

in many years). Please consider a gift to 

the Hermitage. You can mail your do-

nation or visit our website, www.

Hermitagecommunity.org for online 

giving (click Support).  

-Mary Asmonga-Knapp, Hermitage Board              
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A Hermitage Invitation 
 

A middle-schooler and her 
mom were recently on re-
treat at The Hermitage. Here 
is a excerpt from mom’s 
blog: 
 
“Joelle had an assignment for 
one of her classes that re-
quired spending an hour in 
solitude and silence. I 
thought this seemed like the 
perfect opportunity to take 
Joelle on her first ever 
spiritual retreat to one of 
my favorite places, The Her-
mitage. 
 
We spent the day there yes-
terday. The Hermitage holds 
many special memories for 
me of times spent in solitude, 
silence, prayer, and rest. At 
the Hermitage, I allow my-
self to just ‘be’ in a much 
deeper way. No phone, no e-
mail, no interruptions. Lots 
of nature, beauty, reflection, 
and silence.” 

 

Read the whole entry and see 
wonderful pictures of their 
retreat experience at:  

www.travelingclues.com 

hart, Indiana, led the group in a  study 

of the account of the Transfiguration 

recorded in Luke’s gospel. The commu-

nity shared together how the Transfigu-

ration story deeply touches our lived 

experiences and used artful response to 

the text. 

            Plan now to join us for this 

homecoming event next year,  on Au-

gust 2 & 3, 2013. 

              Eighteen hearty souls gathered 

on Friday, August 3 to pick and process 

blackberries into jam. In the heat of the 

day, we canned 53 pints of jam and 

froze 8 gallons of puree and 8 gallons of 

berries for future processing. 

            The Saturday Transfiguration 

Retreat was well attended with over 25 

present. Mary Schertz of Anabaptist 

Mennonite Biblical Seminary in Elk-

The Hermitage Invitation—Get on Board 

Hermitage JAM-Feast of  the Transfiguration      



Board News  

            The Board is working diligently 

to encourage the formation of a resident 

contemplative community and give 

shape to an identity for the dispersed 

community. Let us know if you want to  

commit to keeping a “Hermitage Way” 

in your daily life. 

              At our August meeting we wel-

comed Patty Hogan to the Hermitage 

Community Board. Patty worked as a 

missionary in  the Philippines before 

settling in Grand Rapids. MI. She and 

her husband Joel are still actively in-

volved with Reformed World Missions. 

Volunteering 

              Each season brings its chal-

lenges and work opportunities. As we 

face the Autumn days, we could use 

help with Canning, Roofing, Garden-

ing, Building garden boxes, and Paint-

ing. 

            Thank you to: 

• Biff Weidman, Margie Pfeil, Deb 

Borst, Alyce t. Reimer and Nancy 

Joy who managed The Hermitage 

June 13-July 3  

• Dennis, Sue and Kevin Driedger 

who did spring-cleaning, replaced 

the roof on Thoreau cabin and 

much more 

• Verna Troyer and Karla Kauffman 

for leading Taize Evensong in May 

• Lorna Hiebert for presence and 

daily help for several weeks in April 

• Karla Kauffman for re-finishing the 

dining room hutch 

• Rhoda Stoesz for deep cleaning this 

summer 

• Robbie Buller and Chou Ly for  

friendship, gracious presence, and 

eager help in August 

• Lynda Hollinger-Janzen for tending 

the daily rhythms in September 

• The many regular volunteers who 

cook, clean, maintain the grounds, 

make repairs, and do the laundry. 
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OctoberOctober  

12-14     The Warrior 

             Men’s Retreat  

14         Taizé  Evensong, 

             7 pm 

  

November 

3           Hermitage Board 

             Meeting, 9-5 

11         Taizé  Evensong, 

             7 pm 

 

December 

1           Advent Quiet 

             Day,  9—3 The 

             Forerunner 

3           Advent Quiet 

             Day,  9—3 The 

             Forerunner 

9           Taizé  Evensong, 

             7 pm 

 

January 

13        Taizé  Evensong, 

       7 pm 

 

February 

10         Taizé  Evensong, 

             7 pm 
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HOUSE FOR SALE 

Joanne Holden, neighbor, Hermitage supporter, and owner of the Long Lake Food and Book Shop, 
passed away April 17, 2012. Joanne’s property adjoins The Hermitage. She often walked the trails and 
appreciated the natural area maintained here. Her home is now for sale by the trustees of her estate.  
 
The 1400-square-foot home, built in 1979, was designed by Norman Carver of Kalamazoo and inspired 
by Japanese architecture and the Arts and Crafts movement. It is a very energy-efficient passive solar 
house, earth-berm style, with sliding window walls across the southern face of the house. All windows 
have sliding, insulated coverings. An up-to-date wood burning stove, southern facing sky lights, and a 
slate floor make the house warm in the winter but cool in the summer. There is an electric forced air fur-
nace for back-up. The living room, dining area and kitchen form the center room of the house with bed-
rooms on either side, both with bathrooms. The house sits about mid-point of the six acres of land, three 
quarters of which is wooded.  It is not a fixer-upper, but it does need TLC to bring it back to its best.  
 
If you or someone you know would like a home next to The Hermitage, please contact Helen 269-244-
5071 or Kitty 269-377-1894.  



The Hermitage 

11321 Dutch Settlement Road 

Three Rivers, MI 49093 

deepen their call and relationship with God, 
be refreshed in their whole person and be re-
vitalized by the presence and promise of 
Christ. (from The Hermitage Rule) 
            We are here to welcome you.  
Resident Community: David & 
Naomi Wenger, co-directors 
Board of Directors:  Mary Asmonga-
Knapp, Kevin Driedger, Patty Hogan,
Jeff Miller, Natala Mohl, Biff Weidman, 
David Wenger, Naomi Wenger 

The Hermitage has been serving the 
needs of those who are called by Jesus 
to “come away and rest awhile” for over 
25 years. Our mission is:  

—To be a prayer community, available as a 
place of spiritual formation where scripture, 
silence, nature, group experiences, and per-
sonal companioning are cultivated elements 
of retreat. 
—To provide a guesthouse away from daily 
tasks where pastors and other pilgrims can 

Retreating at The Hermitage 

Creating an environment 
of attentiveness to God 

Pentecost 2012 

 

Join us for Taizé Evensong 
���� 

Second Sundays at Seven 
 

for this pipeline and use the proceeds from any 

settlement with Enbridge to fund energy conserva-

tion efforts and alternative energy production at 

The Hermitage. Fourth, we will seek to commis-

sion a work of art to be installed as a permanent 

symbol of our commitment to be good stewards 

of the earth. Finally, we determined not to vilify 

the laborers on the pipeline, making them bear 

the brunt of their employer’s choices, but will wel-

come them as Christ among us and work to help 

them understand our values and purposes at The 

Hermitage: a place and a way to pray. 

            If you want to join our efforts in this mat-

ter, let us know. We need to know that you are 

praying and working with us as we shed our tears 

over the loss we will experience. 

                                    -Naomi Wenger 
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December 1 & 3, 9 am—3 PM 


